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o he 2024 AF i i i '
r}u _ ,‘i MelboumeL Is::eso; kicks off in earnest tonight, as the opening round starts with Sydney hostin
s e a.\ iness for the season, and to tie in with the launch of the Steeline S i . ippi

SR competition - which boasts a $2000 first prize - sports journo Will s e

e Coast footballers set to grace the national stage ; o s S o
f

Jordan Dawson - Robe

g 3 Coming off the back of a stellar 2023

season Jordan Dawson will be looking to

.,{ﬂ continue to grow as the captain of the

& , agame.

L wl Although Dawson did not finish very high
S ol in the Brownlow last season, only polling 20
% " 5| votes, he still took home the Malcolm Blight
e : o Medal at the club’s Best and Fairest night.
2 ‘ After an up and down 2023 season the

4 Crows and will be looking to lead them into

playing finals footy this year.

\ | Dawson had a career best season last
" year, averaging 27.1 disposals and 6.7 tackles

Crows still have areas to improve on from

% last season.
“We are looking to sharpen up our

; ‘;' defensive side of the game, | think that just

*- . . . .
\'|  comes with alittle bit of experience, as
well,” Dawson said.

in the backline last season than previous

midfield this year.
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Mitchell Hinge - Mundulla
: After being delisted by the Brisbane Lions
in 2021 Mitchell Hinge was picked up by the
C.rows and has slowly been carving a role for
hxmgelf in the team’s backline.
Hinge began the year by extending his
contract with the Crows until 2026.
: Over the past two years Hinge has begun
d(;::E:.out as a major player in the Crows’
Last year Hinge put up elite numbers in
contested and intercept possessions

As Hinge continues to improve every.
season at the Crows it’s hard to believe that
he has.only played 43 games of AFL footy

Coming into 2024 Hinge will look to také
charge of the Crows’ back line this year and
for many more years to come.

Thls.year will also see Hinge in a new role
as he joins the team’s leadership group for
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This should be one of the many challenges
for the Crows skipper as he spent less time

years and will look to be playing more in the
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Lachie Neale - Apsley
had a down year stats

In 2023 Lachie Neale
wise from the prior season but that did not
stop him from claiming his second Brownlow
with 31 votes.
To add to an impressive seaso
the Lions made it to the grand final.
Unfortunately the Lions fell to the Piesina
“. heartbreaking four point loss.
! In 2024 Neale will have his sights set on
!‘\ making it back to the grand final as the team
Jis looking to continue its 2023 form.
Although Neale had a statistically
worse season than the prior year, the
star midfielder still put up elite numbers,
averaging 26.7 disposals and a career high

n Neale and

7.9 clearances.
Neale will have t
his numbers in the
Brisbane having a stac
players like Dunkley, Zor

looking to contribute.
A result of Neale and the midfield’s work

last year saw the Lions ranked first in
clearances for the season.

This goes in hand with the Lions also
being ranked second in points and inside
50s. All of this should make the Lions a
hot favourite to win the flag in 2024.

o work hard to keep up
midfield this season with
ked midfield with

ko and Ashcroft all

:.f’
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similar season to years prior.

WiJI(_:st season McCarthy kicked 28 goals
a shot accuracy of 62.2%, his highest

percentage while at the Lions

McCarthy also made a difference beside

kicking goals last season.

His 104 score inv
. - olvements in 2023 h
the Lions in being ranked second in th:lped

league at points per game.

ﬁnglltlhough McCarthy’s side lost in the grand
ast season he still had a great finals

campaign.

McCgrthy kicked five goals over three
games in the finals with two of them

in the grand final.

MCAgter heartbreak last season Lincoln
arthy will be coming into 2024 with hopes

of claiming his first premiership

LIA

Lllgzgln_ McCarthy - Bordertown
3 Lincoln McCarthy had a pretty
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Mason Redman - Millicent

Mason Redman will be coming into the
2024 season with a new contract.

The Bombers defender inked a new
contract in July last year after turning away
from free agency and will remain at the club
until 2028.

In 2023 Redman averaged a career highin
kicks per game with 16.5.

Redman also led his team in metres gained
with 472.9 last season too.

Some other highlights for Redman last
season was placing third in the Crichton
Medal and being awarded the Adam
Ramanauskas Most Courageous Player.

Redman is heading into his ninth
preseason, an impressive

effort not lost on him.

“| was reflecting on that over
the break, it’'s gone very quickly.
| can still remember my first
pre-season, people said they
would get easier but they have
not really, you just get a little bit
smarter,” he said.

With the team starting
off strong last season and
eventually finishing 11th on the

|adder, Redman will be looking to
contribute to the team in winning
a finals match, something that
has not happened since 2004.

than the prior year but Cameron did miss two
games due to a concussion in round 15.

the league for inside 50 i
: marks, which hel
boost his goal kicking tally. Fie

Cameron was sti
s still able to prod
uce a
season. aod

milestone ahead of him as he enters the
2024 season on 230 games and if he can stay

at playing his 250th game late into the year.

Cats, Cameron will be looking to lead his side

Jeremy Cameron - Dartmoor
Since leaving GWS and joining Geelong in
2021 Jeremy Cameron has shown why he is
one of the best forwards in the AFL

: Lgst year Cameron led the team i.n goals
kicking 53 for the season which was lower :

Still an impressive achievement to do.
Last season Cameron was ranked 9th in

Even though the team had a poor year
This season Cameron has a special

it throughout the season he will be looking

After a disappointing 2023 season for the

ack to the finals in 2024,

D .
Da;c¥ Fogarty - Lucindale
Seasocy iiarty had an outstanding 2023
n with the Crows, a bi i
’ C ; g factorin t
W?_s Fogarty’s ability to play every weekhat
o ;:;Ziasc;rj Fogarty played a career Eigh
, @ big improvement f
g ) rom the last
y playi i
ek Playing 17 games in both
F
oneosa;ty bagged 34 goals last season, only
s e T.er than the previous year but ’;he
: ard impacted the game in other ways
b l?)garty had 16 goal assists last season .a
<3Th§s 114 score involvements o
L Is comes from the weapons the Crows
ve in the forward line, such as Walk
Thilthorpe and Rankine. %
W”!Izczfarty’s ability to involve his teammates
ay a big role for the Cro i
ws havin
1il:(:lcessful season as in 2023 the Crov%saled
eague in goals per
game, an
Fogarty had a major role in. Sl
intAn area Fogarty needs to work on comin
; the 2024 season is shot accuracy. i
.k |s.shot. accuracy percentage took é
Seasswe h!t last season compared to the
onesc:cn prior and improving this will make him
I-Ieo d’.rhebtop forwards in the league
bkl fao mi m.to 2024, Fogarty has set himself
S ;Jr; hatlorl}al piece of this team in the
e will be a part of th
leadership group in 2024. P

Brad Close - Mount Gambier

Heading into his fourth season in the AFL
Brad Close will be looking to bring a spark
back to Geelong’s forward line in 2024.

In 2023 Close remained a steady
contributor similar to his elite 2022 season,
only having a major improvement in goal
accuracy.

While | do not blame him because of how
great he played in 2022, Close played a
crucial role in Geelong's premiership that

year.
In the finals Close contributed five goals,

smashing of the Sydney Swans.

Close showed that he is a big game
player from these
finals games which
should make him an
ey important piece in
* . Geelong's future
with many of the
senior guys slowly
phasing out of the
team.

As Geelong
seeks to bounce
back from its
disappointing 2023
ot 4 season Close will
be looking to be
| playing back to
" his best this year.
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Toby Pink - Tantanoola

Toby Pink comes into 2024 with a second
chance at his AFL dreams.

After being unable to make the senior
team during his three years at the Sydney
Swans, Pink was delisted backin 2019.

pPink then spent a few years at SANFL

. sideGlenelg where he had a dominant 2023
b season that shot him back to relevancy.
4 pink was named at full backin the 2023

SANFL team of the year and helped Glenelg
win a premiership.

Pink has been signed by North Melbourne
as a delisted free agent and will look to
replace the Roos’ hole in their back line, left
by Ben McKay’s departure.
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Marsh
the Saints with his ability
on every part of the field.

Marshall has proven that he canbe a
threat when he heads up
last season by kicking a goa

last eight games.
Although Marshall i
best ruckman at ruck con
the slack with his a
with his ball skills.

Marshall is like another m
Saints with the way he can open u
play and find te
accuracy.

Last seaso
and five clearances a game, proving to
et everyone that heisadi

-~ ¢ ruckman.

Heading into his eighth s
will ook to build off the success of the
Saints last season as he joins

with two of them coming in their grand final

Rowan Marshall - Portland
Over the past couple of sea

| Marshall has cemented himse

| pestrucksinthe AFL.

In 2023 Marshall ranke

ruckmen in nearly every stat.
all has been a Swiss army knife for

group in 2024.

i
‘:_‘

sons Rowan
If as one of the

din the top 10% for
to impact the game
forward, ending

|in seven of his
s not statistically the
tests he picks up
bility to impact the game

idfielder for the
p the
ammates with his kicking

n Marshall averaged 13.1 kicks
fferent breed of

eason Marshall

the leadership

Adelaide.

the SANFL.

T¢T>m McDonald - Edenhope
Seaom Mcponald has had the last two
5 sons r!ddled with injuries, only playin
,games in 2022 due to Lisfranc injury. v
ga:égZ: MiDohnald only played eight .
ue to having surger i
: y on his ank
' BeS|des.the last two years McDona?d 5
P ayed a big part in Melbourne'’s s
i) uccess
M;—:s kicked 33 goals that season helping
ourne win the premiershi i
. ipb i
two goals in the grand final. S
W”fl\lgw heqding into his 14th year McDonald
e looking to have a healthy season as

he
makes a return to a full season of fi

in 2024. ooty

LlL.ll:e Pedlar - Kingston

pieu efPedlar has become an important

piece for the Crows forward Ij

Impressive 2023 season e
After being drafted i :

. in 2020 Pedlar f

it hard to break into the senior team Z’erd
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sel:i 2021 and 2022 Pedlar only played five
or games, spending most of his time in

pl;r;e232r3 Pedlar got his big break as he

g thr;):)g:oluf:g continued.to stay in the

with 21 gemes undior s bty — e
After an impressive season Pedlar

e.xte.nded his contract with the Cr

signing on through to 2026. E

In 2023 Pedlar contri
ntribut
score involvements. BRRE=!s and 100

~—
oty A iohli
g R0 rou:gtlf;er:'gh“ght from last season was in
gk where Pedlar was
o - i e awarde isi
: > star nomination. e neloe
B . \\itha full season under his belt
T, 455 (e;r will look to build off last season with
WM rows having finals aspirations in 2024
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